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MEMORANDUM

TO:                  Superintendents

FROM:            Christy Hovanetz Lassila, Ph.D., Assistant Commissioner

                        Office of Accountability and Improvement

DATE:             October 22, 2008

RE:                   School Inclusion for 2009 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Determinations
The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) act requires all public elementary schools and public secondary schools to be measured with academic standards and assessments to determine if the schools have made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  To align with the federal requirements, the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) will implement the following changes effective for the 2009 AYP determinations.

Primary elementary schools exclusively serving  students in grades not assessed in reading and math (grades K,1, and/or 2) will have AYP determinations based on the reading and math AYP status of the intermediate elementary school into which the majority of their students enroll. The primary elementary schools will continue to generate and be measured with their own attendance data. 

Schools exclusively serving grade nine students will have AYP determinations based on the reading and math AYP status of the high school into which the majority of their students enroll. Schools exclusively serving grade nine students will continue to generate and be measured with their own attendance data.

Special Education programs; Special Education/Secondary Vocational Combinations; Delinquent Student/Correctional Programs, Miscellaneous Programs, Neglected Student Programs, Homeless Student Programs, programs providing educational oversight to state approved public Residential Care and Treatment facilities and; programs providing educational oversight to public Day Treatment Programs (school site classifications 50, 55, 70, 71, 72, 73, 77 and 79 respectively) will be given their own AYP determinations. Previously theses schools’ results were included in the statewide AYP measurement. Starting with the 2009 AYP determinations, these schools’ will earn their own AYP status and be included in the host district and the state AYP determinations.

Thank you for your review and consideration of these changes.

Sincerely,

Christy Hovanetz Lassila

