Rubric for Evaluation of Applicants for the
Minnesota Scholars of Distinction in Civics

Criterion

Personal
Statement
(1 to 2 pages)
10 points

Annotated K-12
Resume
10 points

Components reflect a level of
DISTINCTION

Components reflect a level of
HONORABLE MENTION

Components reflect a level of
AVERAGE

Components do not qualify

Clear and convincing
articulation of importance of civics
in terms of past experience,
present studies and future goals.

Substantial evidence of
importance of civics in terms of
past experience, present studies
and future goals.

Average and predictable
evidence of importance of civics
in terms of past experience,
present studies and future goals.

Sketchy or undeveloped
overview of importance of civics
in terms of past experience,
present studies and future goals.

Scholar demonstrates the
development of some skills over
time. The work shows
commitment to a weak or small
research project.

Scholar has not demonstrated
the development of some skills
over time. The work does not
show commitment to researching
the project or the skills to do so.

Resume reflects education and
experiences that have led the
student to succeed in civics
research and application.

Resume reflects education and
experiences that have led the
student to engage in civics
research and application.

Resume reflects education and
experiences that have led to
civics research and application.

Academic studies and activities
have contributed substantial
growth of civics knowledge and
skills.

Academic studies and activities
have contributed to civics
knowledge and skills.

Scholar clearly and strongly
demonstrates the development of
skills over time. The work is
articulate and shows a
longstanding commitment to
research in and application of
civics knowledge and skills.

Resume reflects education and
experiences that have led the
student to excel in civics research
and application.
Academic studies and activities
have contributed significant
growth of civics knowledge and
skills.
Resume preparation demonstrates
superior quality for a high school
student.
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Scholar clearly demonstrates
development of skills over time.
The work is well-written, and
shows a longstanding
commitment to research in and
application of civics knowledge
and skills.

Resume preparation
demonstrates satisfactory
quality for a high school student.
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Resume preparation
demonstrates average quality for
a high school student.

Academic studies and activities
have limited contribution to
civics knowledge and skills.
Resume preparation
demonstrates poor quality for a
high school student.

Criterion

Annotated
Bibliography and
one page Essay
10 points

Components reflect a level of
DISTINCTION

Components reflect a level of
HONORABLE MENTION

Components reflect a level of
AVERAGE

Extensive annotated bibliography
of primary and secondary sources
that support a broad and
comprehensive study of project
components.

Substantial annotated
bibliography of primary and
secondary sources showing a
broad and comprehensive study
of project components.

Average annotated bibliography
of primary and secondary
sources that shows a limited
study of project components.

Undeveloped annotated
bibliography of primary and
secondary sources that show a
cursory study of project
components.

The essay shows some
understanding of the impact the
research has had on scholar and
the project.

The essay shows a weak
connection of the impact the
research has had on scholar and
the project.

The writing reflects average
quality for a high school student.

The writing reflects poor quality
for a high school student.
Lack of evidence that the
scholar knows and is able to
use key skills and apply
principles of economics as
identified in the Project Content
component.

The essay shows a superior
understanding of the impact the
research has had on scholar and
the project.
The writing reflects superior
quality for a high school student.

40 points

Project Content

10 points

The essay shows a positive
understanding of the impact
the research has had on scholar
and the project.
The writing reflects high quality
for a high school student.

Components do not qualify

Significant evidence presented
that the scholar knows and is
able to use key skills and apply
principles of civics as identified in
the Project Content component.

Strong evidence presented that
the scholar knows and is able
to use skills and apply principles
of civics as identified in the
Project Content component.

Evidence presented that the
scholar knows and is able to
use key skills and apply
principles of civics as identified in
the Project Content component.

Clear and convincing evidence
the scholar conducted a valid
study, including a clearly
articulated and well-supported
thesis.

Substantial evidence the
scholar conducted a valid study
including a clearly articulated
and supported thesis.

Some evidence of scholarly
research is provided. Thesis is
present, but lacks clarity or
supporting arguments.

The role of civic participation in
a democratic society is
addressed

The role of civic participation in a
democratic society is addressed
somewhat

A superior approach to the project
over an appropriate period of
time.

A valid approach to the project
over an appropriate period of
time.

A limited approach to the project
over a short period of time.

A sketchy approach to the
project over a short period of
time.

An innovative or creative project
approach, content and
methodology.

An innovative or creative
project approach content and
methodology.

A narrow project approach,
content and methodology.

An ordinary project approach,
content and methodology.

Only relevant information and
supporting materials were included
and reliability was assessed.

Relevant information and
materials were included and
reliability was assessed.

Limited relevant information and
materials were included but
reliability may be an issue.

Relevance of information and
supporting materials was not
apparent.

The role of civic participation in a
democratic society is clearly
addressed
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Evidence of research and
provided were not organized to
inform the reader. Thesis is
absent or unsupported.
The role of civic participation in a
democratic society is not
present

Criterion
Project Narrative

(continue 10 pt. value)

Project
Presentation
15 points

Testimonials
5 points

Components reflect a level of
DISTINCTION

Components reflect a level of
HONORABLE MENTION

Components reflect a level of
AVERAGE

Components do not qualify

Thoughtful reflection on the
process, future research and
recommendations for others
seeking to replicate are included.

Reflection on the process,
future research and
recommendations for others
seeking to replicate are
included.

Limited reflection and
recommendations for others
seeking to replicate the process
are included.

Reflection and recommendations
for others seeking to replicate
were not included.

Organization and writing reflects
superior quality for a high school
student.

Organization and writing reflects
high quality for a high school
student.

Organization and writing reflects
average quality for a high school
student.

Organization and writing reflects
poor quality for a high school
student.

Scholar made a public
presentation, created a strong
method to assess feedback
received, and has reflected on the
process with maturity and
objectivity.

Scholar made a public
presentation, created a
satisfactory method to assess
feedback received, and has
reflected on the process with
maturity and objectivity.

Scholar made a public
presentation and created a
weak method to assess feedback
received. Little reflection on the
process was evident.

Scholar made a presentation
with limited feedback. Little or
no reflection on the
presentation was evident.

Identification and contact
information provided.

Identification and contact
information provided.

Identification and contact
information was limited.

Identification and contact
information was not provided.

Reviewer’s Comments:

Level of Recommendation:
_____ Project reflects a level of DISTINCTION

______ Project reflects level of AVERAGE work

_____ Project reflects a level of HONORABLE MENTION

______ Project does not qualify for recognition

Minnesota Department of Education

2009-10

