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This rate includes students graduating in 2006-07 minus students who 

dropped out from grade nine in 2004, grade ten in 2005, grade eleven in 

2006 or grade twelve in 2007.

This rate includes ninth grade students  enrolled at any school in the state 

in 2003-04 plus students who moved in minus students who moved out.

Student Counts

Measure 1 - 2007 NGA Rate - 73.1% Measure 2 - 2007 AYP Rate - 91.2%
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Measure 3 - Class of 2007

 Statewide  Completion Rate 

This rate shows students enrolled in grade nine in 2003-04 as reported 

anywhere in the state four years later.
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Measure 1 - 2007 NGA Adjusted Cohort Graduation Indicator (NCES:Exclusion-Adjusted Cohort Graduation Indicator)

Measure 2 - 2007 NCLB-AYP 'Emulated Cohort' Graduation Indicator (NCES:CCD Graduation Leaver Indicator)

Measure 3 - Class of 2007 Completion Rate - A (MN 9th Grade Adjusted Cohort Completion Indicator - All Students)

Measure 1 Measure 2 Measure 3

NGA Rate AYP Rate Completion Rate A

Count PercentEnding Status PercentCountDemographic Grouping PercentCount

 59,437  91.2Graduate 80.9 52,581All  73.1 57,511

 5,731  8.8Dropout 5.9 3,838 6.3 4,928

-----------Continuing 13.2 8,595 14.3 11,264

-----------------------Unknown  6.4 5,018

 65,168TOTAL  65,014 78,721

 886  70.4Graduate 47.8 686Am Indian  41.4 815

 372  29.6Dropout 22.4 321 18.6 365

-----------Continuing 29.8 427 27.3 536

-----------------------Unknown  12.8 251

 1,258TOTAL  1,434 1,967

 3,059  89.2Graduate 74.9 2,431Asian  65.7 2,894

 371  10.8Dropout 6.4 206 6.0 266

-----------Continuing 18.7 607 19.2 845

-----------------------Unknown  9.1 403

 3,430TOTAL  3,244 4,408

 1,679  70.3Graduate 53.7 1,123Hispanic  41.3 1,508

 711  29.8Dropout 20.1 420 19.5 710

-----------Continuing 26.2 549 23.6 862

-----------------------Unknown  15.6 568

 2,390TOTAL  2,092 3,648

 3,299  73.2Graduate 50.0 2,184Black  41.3 3,115

 1,208  26.8Dropout 13.9 608 13.3 999

-----------Continuing 36.1 1,577 32.6 2,459

-----------------------Unknown  12.8 965

 4,507TOTAL  4,369 7,538

 50,514  94.3Graduate 85.7 46,157White  80.4 49,179

 3,069  5.7Dropout 4.2 2,283 4.2 2,588

-----------Continuing 10.1 5,435 10.7 6,562

-----------------------Unknown  4.6 2,831

 53,583TOTAL  53,875 61,160

 1,443  65.1Graduate 56.7 1,756LEP  37.4 1,482

 774  34.9Dropout 16.0 494 18.5 735

-----------Continuing 27.3 846 26.0 1,030

-----------------------Unknown  18.1 717

 2,217TOTAL  3,096 3,964

 5,566  84.7Graduate 57.6 4,717Special  56.9 5,834

 1,005  15.3Dropout 11.4 929 9.2 941

-----------Continuing 31.0 2,537 27.3 2,794

-----------------------Unknown  6.6 678

 6,571TOTAL  8,183 10,247

 10,858  82.2Graduate 62.2 10,553FRP  54.8 10,617

 2,355  17.8Dropout 13.3 2,253 12.0 2,328

-----------Continuing 24.5 4,157 22.5 4,356

-----------------------Unknown  10.7 2,069

 13,213TOTAL  16,963 19,370

 29,307  89.8Graduate 77.6 25,637Male  70.1 28,202

 3,325  10.2Dropout 6.9 2,292 7.1 2,869

-----------Continuing 15.5 5,103 16.2 6,519

-----------------------Unknown  6.6 2,652

 32,632TOTAL  33,032 40,242

 30,130  92.6Graduate 84.3 26,944Female  76.2 29,309

 2,406  7.4Dropout 4.8 1,546 5.4 2,059

-----------Continuing 10.9 3,492 12.3 4,745

-----------------------Unknown  6.2 2,366

 32,536TOTAL  31,982 38,479
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NGA Statewide Four Year Trend
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Graduation Indicators Defined

In order to ensure all students are successfully completing high school and to identify strategies to keep students in school it 

is necessary to measure graduation rates. As the quality of Minnesota education data improves MDE is able to provide 

increasingly detailed information.  Accurate end status information about students allows us to know each year how many 

graduated, dropped out, continued past their senior year, are unknown or stopped their education across any school in the 

state. For the Class of 2007 MDE is publishing four different graduation rates to allow educators and policy makers to view 

data from a number of perspectives. 

National Governors Association (NGA) Graduation Rate

The NGA rate is a four-year, on-time graduation rate agreed to by all 50 states. The cohort is larger than the AYP rate used in 

previous years because in addition to grads and drops, it considers continuing and unknown students: these two additional 

groups add approximately 16,000 students statewide into the measure.  For the Class of 2007, the cohort of students was 

determined by counting first time ninth graders in 2004 plus transfers into the group minus transfers out over the next four 

years. The NGA rate only considers students who graduate in four years.  The number of four year graduates is divided by 

the total number of students in the cohort. The National Center for Education Statistics cites this rate as the NCES 

Exclusion-Adjusted Cohort Graduation Indicator. 

This rate is lower than the AYP rates because it includes more groups of students and it only considers on-time graduates. It 

provides information about student success across the entire state and can be used to compare Minnesota to the rest of the 

country.

AYP Graduation Rate

From 2005-2008 Minnesota has used the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) emulated cohort model to compute 

graduation rates for AYP requirements. The formal title of this rate is: Common Core of Data Graduation Leaver Indicator. 

This model creates a cohort group by identifying students who graduated in 2007 plus students who dropped out of school as 

ninth graders in 2004, tenth graders in 2005, eleventh graders in 2006 and twelfth graders in 2007. The cohort group is 

divided by the number of graduates. 

This rate is much higher than the NGA rate as it only considers part of the available student group; those who were last 

reported as graduated and those reported as dropping out. It does not consider students reported as continuing their 

education or students whose end status is unknown. It also does not limit graduates to only those finishing in four years. Any 

student who receives a diploma in 2007 is considered a graduate regardless of the number of years spent in school. 

Statewide School or District Completion Rate 

This computation for the Class of 2007 shows what happened to students who started at the school or district in ninth grade 

in 2004 regardless of where they subsequently went to school in Minnesota. Students who left to attend another school or 

district in the state are included in this measure. As with the Original Ninth Grade Completion Rate, this measure considers 

only three of the five possible groups: graduates, drops and continuing students but like the NGA rate requires graduation in 

four years time. 

Compared to the Original Ninth Grade Completion Rate this rate shows more broadly what happens to students who move 

from school to school during high school. 

Original Ninth Grade School or District Completion Rate

This computation for the Class of 2007 identifies students who started at the school or district in ninth grade in 2004 and were 

last reported by the same school or district. Students who left and enrolled in another school or district in the state are not 

included in this measure.  This completion rate only looks at three of the possible five student groups: graduates, drops and 

students who continued beyond their senior year. Students who stopped their education or withdrew from school with no 

further information are not considered. 

At the state level these results are more comparable to the NGA rate as they reflect four-year on-time graduates. However, 

unlike the NGA rate it only considers students who were associated with the specific school or district during their years in 

high school. 
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Additional Graduation Rate Resources

_____________________________________________ 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2006604

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2006605

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.6c9a8a9ebc6ae07eee28aca9501010a0/
?vgnextoid=f599184d94525010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/
?vgnextoid=7cadf891bc025010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD

● Graduation Counts: A Report of the NGA Task Force on State High School Graduation Data 

● News release: Governors Sign Compact on High School Graduation Rate at Annual Meeting

● User's Guide to Computing High School Graduation Rates, Volume 2: Technical Evaluation of Proxy Graduation 

Indicators

● User's Guide to Computing High School Graduation Rates, Volume 1: Review of Current and Proposed Graduation 

Indicators
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